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Block Grants: 
A Roundtable Discussion 

Mr. Nathan: This meeting is being held a t  the 
Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental 
Relations and was set up by Wayne Anderson, 
executive director of ACIR. Both Wayne and the 
Commission's chairman, Robert E. Merriam, are 
now on the Hill testiQing on the ACIR budget, but 
they will join us soon. We have a good cross-section 
today of studies that are currently underway on 
the major block grant programs. I'd like to ask 
each participant to start out with a ten minute 
description of his or her research program. 

Mr. Moms: I will discuss the Brookings research 
project on the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program primarily in terms of what 
our objectives are, and Sarah Liebschutz will talk 
about the methodology. 

We are all familiar, I think, with the CDBG 
title of the Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1974. Brookings has undertaken a two-year 
monitoring study to examine the performance of 
the program. Although the CDBG program is 
sometimes considered simple, it turns out to be a 
fairly complicated program. Its complexity be- 
comes especially striking as we try to identify the 
issues we want to examine. 

In addition to providing a general overview of 
the program, we are trying to focus on the most 
salient and policy-relevant aspects of the program, 
particularly those elements that are new and 
likely to have a substantial impact on both local 
government and the intergovernmental system. I 
will quickly list our major concerns. 

The first is the funding mechanism, because the 
program provides a new approach to the allocation 




























































	Cover
	Title page
	Preface
	Table of contents
	Block Grants: A Roundtable Discussion

