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NEW YOR K - Is ther e a 

m on otone in the crowd' A lls ­
te ne ? A J chnny-One-Note? 

Take hea r t. You. too , ca ll 
. Ing like the bird . Here's n 
man who says tha t there is no 
. uch th ing!! as a monotone. And 
h e sl u ld know , becaus his 
bu siness i leading one of Purk -Linda Sil erlieb, 
A m r ica's most distinguished vo­
ca l groups, 

He Is George Bragg. He leads t 
the Texa' Doy Choir. the 150­ 1'. b n much id 
boy group which wears lO·ga !· 
Ion ha S and pread joy around 
th e world. In person and on rec­
or d. BraKIl i9 n Irsaissipptan, 
n I 1111 ive Te n : he pro­
cla im ' hi in ependence by 
wearing a curly. black IV 0 0 1 
d lplom al t mstend of the re • 
uJatlon he dgear. 

They 10 e him In Texas, any­
w ny. For 18 years, he has t a k­

n avera e Fort orth boys 
a nd mol ed them into a u n il 
which could charm the vultures 
oft he oil rigs. The Texas Boy 
Choir has reached a poi n t 
w he re, today, Bragg operates 

school (The Trini y Vall C)' 

Sc hool ) 111 con junction wi it. 
B r agg mi ht be caned the Paul 
Ge tty of boy choirmasters. 

He Is positive In hls bell f 
that everybody can sing. In 
fe ct. he ' been call d on h 5, 

and emerged smelling li ke n 
so prano In a hi h wind. 

"1 m the claim that no ­
body is monotone," B r g g 
• • ys, "and a teacher In F a I' t 
Wor th said, 'I've got on e: So 
1 said. 'S nd him over, I'd Uke 
to meet hIm.' 

"The boy came over. 
h im speak, and th re 
flection in his voice. A 
th er e l.i Inflec tion in speech. 
there can be d ltf erent notes in 
lingin g. I s nr d him on the 
plano. Three ye rs la te r , he wa 
th~ lead singer in our alto sec­
tion. He is a minister today. " 

Bragg believes In the plano 
as the instrument by which non­
alnging children can be taught 
melodic joys. He says they ca 
learn to di tinguiah between 
notes, th n to mltat them vo ­
cally and eventually to sing ou t 
in living multilones. 

Br agg. hoirboy himselt in 
h il: youth, started In the boy 
choIr bu iness while an under ­
graduate at No rth T exas State 
College. He needed to arn hi.' 
tu ition, nd somebody in Den­
to n sugg sted the town fathers 
hi re a man to form a choir. For 
$40 a month, they go Bragg. 

By the 1m he graduated, the 
ch oir wa popular he moved 
r ight Into a permanent job. 

me ye rs Ia ter, Fort W 0 r t h 
outb id D lias and lur d Brag 
a w y fro Denton . He has foun d 
• home and career. 

Tw Ice year, Bragg ho ld a u ­
d itlons for n ew boys. There's 
never a ho rtage. It'J prestig­
ious for Ii Ft. Worth boy to be In 
thl: choir; lmost like being on 
th e Te ' 8 Longhorn varsity or 
ha Ying your own pipeline, 

What he looks for when e 
h ears the aspirants IS tour 
thin s-" n ncr park, a voice, allow f( r II I uti III -on tainn n I 0.000 : \I, re I t Ir 11 

• ens 01 h)·t and goo d He w' tf' rlbly . h)' and with- Ho ' r. rf certain premium' were pplied (Inter/ltd hy 
l'epor: car d, " although not nee- drawn. arcad • et c l. th e p rmi. abl fllfll,l !If uti un ' lin 
I!. sarllv In that order, "1 took h im on tour not 1 ng ~ his site ould h m excess of :~oo 0 0 qu, re re l 

He th inks . however, til t that h If rei ' •
"inn r park" is vital. Bu it ago. f I' thr e 'eck9 I more- t an . U II neru t r til ouru need . 
it's not there, and all the other called h im 'TIg 1'.' It workedI Another P' ssibiluy would he HI han e til zorun 
th ings 1'0 present. be thinks wonder, He' got the s r k III III block to B-2. a it 1. in the d] cent hl n k 
h e can In til l It . There iJI II Inow." 10 the west. By doing 0, a buildina f some 420,000 
precedent 101' this. squar Ie could be c nst ru Led 11 t his '0 000 
"~, hav~ b,?Y In . the choir squa te foo r parcel , n,c auvaruace ot this pIa;, i 

now, ~e l ays, wh o IS th e son th l n n building would 1l11' LO I cond 11 d. 111lI 
of mmisl I' I' m sur e th e ta h- I I~A" b h I I 5,1 mg t 1C count lao paYCI a cunsrderah e sum 01 
e r is a gvvu m a n, u t: s one , I 
a t tb o 'W re a ll inner ' I '1 IW~. • S 

I 

ns: e ah] les PI' pry W til b 
p rellch e r~ . So e bov grew up ' r m IV d rom Ih ell, ttl I III . 

thlnkin he's Iucky to be aliv n a ltcrnat! ud perh ap 
be to consruc r Ih I u I i In 


