
n 'UlI \· 'Ill l"n wear 
u It !Off S\lrellrl: JII~ around 
01'11: In person and on ree­
Br:1f.;1! II; d ~fj 5Slssippian , 

nlll " native Texas , be oro­
claim: his mrtepenrlence by 
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Bragg bclteves In the piano 

I as the instrument h) w h I e h 
non-singing children can b 
taught melodic JO)'s. He says 

we sr ms R cur ly, black woo) dip- they can learn to dt....ung u i 1: h
 
lom"l hal instead of the rcgu between notes then to imitate
 
I"t"m I1l!ad~ellr. them vocally lind eventually lo
 

The' love him in Tex as, any- sing out in living multltones.
 
\\ ) .I" ur 18 years, he has taken Bragg , a choirboy himself in
 
\ I'ra~l' Fort Worth boys and his youth, started in the 110)
 

moldl'd Ih"m /l110 a unit which choir business while an under
 
ch rrrn the vultures uff the J graduate at North Texas Slat 
'" The Texas Boy Choir 

If'bl'<! a point where to­
:gO; operates a school 
Jnll~ Valley School) in 

IDJIJnI '!On \\ II' Jl Brsgll: rniaht 
110, f tilt; Pa ul G~lty III hoy 

I hat 

College. He needed tu earn hi. 
tuuion , and somebody in Den 
ton suggested Ihl' town tather« 
hire a man to form a choir For 
40 a month they got Bra):(g. 

By the time he graduated. the 
choir was liO popular he moved 
right into a permanent j 0 h. 
Some vea rs later Fort Wurth 
iutuid -Dalla~ and lured Bra gg 
aWB) from Denton, HI.' has found 
a home and a career 

Twice a "ca r Bragg holds au­
ditions fur new boys . There's 
never II shortage Its prestig i­
ous for a 1"01'1 Worlh boy to b 
in the choir ; almost like bein. 
n the Texas Longhorn \ arsity 

01' having your own pieeline 
Whal he looks for when he 

hears the aspirants I" f 0 U I' 

things - "on Inn~r spark. a 
voice, it sense of rhythm and 
a good report card, although 
not necessarilv In that order 

He thinks. however, that thUL 
"inner spark" if, vital, But If 

I II's not there, and all the others 
lin present he thinks he can 
instill it. There III II precedent 
Ior this 

"We have II bov in the choir 
now," he savs, "~'ho is the SUIl 

of a mlntstcr. lrn sure th 
ther ill a good man, but he is 
ne of those 'We are all sinners. 

preachers So the boy grew up 
thinking hes lucky to he alive 
He was terribl y s hy and \\ ith­
drawn. 

'I took him on tuur not Ion 
ago. And for three weeks I 
called him 'Tiger ' It work e 

11m .	 wonders. He's got the spa 
no\\'." 


