
CONSTITUTIONPRIVATE 


FRIENDS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS LIBRARIES


ARTICLE I.  NAME


The name of the organization shall be: The Friends of the University of North Texas Libraries.


ARTICLE II.  OBJECT


1.
The organization shall serve as an advisory body to the Dean of Libraries.


2.
The object of this organization shall be to improve and to increase the physical resources of the University Libraries in order to serve the needs of the University of North Texas and especially its scholarly community.  This shall be done by:




a.
Stimulating interest in and focusing attention on the needs of the Libraries with special attention to the needs of the Rare Book Room and Texana Collections;



b.
Providing a forum for sharing an interest in the world of letters;





c.
Attracting donations of money and other assets to enrich and strengthen the collections;




d.
Attracting donations of money and other assets for the attractive and secure housing and display of special collections;

e. Procuring gifts of books, manuscripts, special collections, or other library materials that would not otherwise be attainable from the regular state appropriation.


ARTICLE III.  MEMBERSHIP


1.
Membership shall be open to anyone interested in the purposes of this organization upon payment of prescribed membership dues.


2.
Classes of membership shall be: regular, sustaining, patron, benefactor, and honorary life.


3.
Dues shall be set by the Executive Board at its discretion.


4.
Honorary life membership and special awards shall be conferred upon approval by the Executive Board.


5.
All members shall have full voting rights in the election of the Executive Board and the officers of the organization and in all other matters presented to them by the Executive Board for decision.


6.
The membership year shall be September 1 through August 31 and dues shall be payable annually.


7.
Membership dues and other donations shall be provided to the University of North Texas Libraries for deposit in a University of North Texas restricted account for use as set out in these articles.


ARTICLE IV.  OFFICERS




The officers of the organization shall be a President, a First Vice President and a Second Vice President, a Secretary-Treasurer, and the immediate Past President.  These officers shall perform the duties prescribed in Article IV and by the parliamentary authority adopted by the organization.

ARTICLE V.  MEETINGS


An annual meeting shall be held at a time and place to be determined by the Executive Board, for the purpose of electing the Executive Board and officers, receiving reports of officers and committees, and for other business that may arise. Other meetings may be called by the Executive Board as deemed necessary.
 
ARTICLE VI.  EXECUTIVE BOARD 


1.
The officers of the organization plus at least nine other elected members shall constitute the Executive Board.  Former Presidents may serve as members of the Executive Board.


2.
The Executive Board shall be elected by a majority vote of the members attending the annual meeting and shall be seated at the next regularly scheduled meeting following the election.


3.
The Executive Board shall have general supervision of the affairs of the organization between its annual business meetings, fix the hour and place of meetings, make recommendations to the organization, make recommendations to the Dean of Libraries, and shall perform such other duties as are specified in this constitution.


4.
All officers shall be elected for one-year terms by a majority vote of the members at the annual meeting but may be re-elected for succeeding terms; officers shall be seated at the next meeting of the Executive Board following the election.


5.
The President shall preside at all meetings, appoint individuals to all standing and ad-hoc committees, and perform any other duties connected with the office.  


6.
The First Vice President shall assist the President and in his absence preside at meetings. The Second Vice President shall have duties as assigned.

7.
The Secretary-Treasurer shall advise the library staff in recording attendance and minutes of all meetings, notify members of the time and place of meetings, keep an up-to-date list of members and record of their dues paid, and receive and acknowledge all money and gifts.


8.
The Dean of Libraries serves liaison between the organization and the University of North Texas and accepts and coordinates donations of money and other gifts to the University Libraries, and advises the organization as to the special needs of the University Libraries.


9.
The Curator and the Assistant to the Curator/Assistant Curator or Associate Curator of the Rare Book and Texana Collections shall be ex-officio member[s] of the Executive Board and shall provide assistance to the Board in discharging its responsibilities.


10.
The Executive Board shall be subject to the orders of the organization and none of its acts shall conflict with action taken by the organization, the Dean of Libraries, or the University of North Texas.


11.
The Executive Board shall meet at least twice during the year, Fall and Spring.


12.
The Executive Board, except for the officers, shall be elected for a term of three years so divided, so that the term of office of one-third of the Executive Board shall expire each year.


13.
A majority of the members of the Executive Board shall constitute a quorum.


ARTICLE VII.  COMMITTEES


1.
Standing and ad-hoc Committees shall be appointed as needed by the President.


2.
A Nominating Committee shall be appointed by the President prior to the annual meeting.  The Committee shall prepare a proposed slate of officers and Executive Board members, which, upon approval of the Executive Board, shall be presented to the membership for consideration at its annual meeting.


ARTICLE VIII.  PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY


The rules contained in the current edition of Roberts Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall govern the organization in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with this constitution and any special rules of order the organization may adopt. 

ARTICLE IX.  AMENDMENTS


This constitution can be amended at a meeting of the organization by a two-thirds vote of those present, provided that the amendment has been submitted in writing to the membership at least two weeks  prior to the meeting.

February 1995

Amended, March 2001

Amended, March 2003

Amended, March 2005

Amended, March 2006
Amended, April 2007
